Christmas Eve service is at 10pm
Christmas Day Service is at 11am

Both these services will be Holy Communion

Because of the covid-19 restrictions
and the need to keep everyone safe, we only have
30 spaces in church.

The Christmas Eve service will be ticket only.
To make it as fair as possible, we will draw names out of a bag on
Wednesday 9'" December
and inform the lucky ones by Wednesday 16" December.

How to apply for a ticket

Either by phone:-
Carole 0113 281 2149 or Leslye 0113 281 2488

Or by email:-
Carole Cassidy<carole.cassidy39@gmail.com>
leslyeanglican@btinternet.com

Please indicate how many are in your family group/bubble.
Also indicate if you will be coming to the Christmas Day service.

For Track and Trace purposes, we will list names and contact details for both
services, before the day.

SUNDAY 6" DECEMBER 2020

! ~ ADVENT 2

All Saints’

Saturday 19" December
4-8pm
If you want to do the trail,
but don’t have a computer to print
the maps,
Phone one of the church wardens
on the numbers above.

We are open for services,
(unless the government closes us down again)
Sundays and Wednesdays at 11am.

SUNDAY 6" DECEMBER
TOY SERVICE
We are collecting new toys to be distributed by the Salvation Army.
We are also collecting £10 supermarket gift vouchers value .
The Salvation army will use these to purchase groceries
to make up food parcels.
Thanks to everyone who has already donated.

Thanks also for the cards for Terry Lister
and the spares for the lonely in the care home.
These will be posted on Monday 14" December.

Please turn to the back page for details of the
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services




Will Santa get arrested?

Many businesses are finding this Christmas uncertain
so it is unsurprising that attention is drawn on how
Father Christmas (or Santa Claus) is coping with Covid.

| suspect that it takes more than a jolly ‘Ho ho ho’ to deliver presents to
every household in the world. Even Amazon hasn’t quite managed that.

Santa may be thinking ‘How how how?!". But behind this fantastically
popular personality is a highly polished organisation.

Thankfully the dreaded virus has not made it to the elf workshops tucked far
away in the North Pole. Undercover reports reveal that the workshops are
still fully operational although we may not get everything we wish this year.

As someone who loyally tracks Santa’s progress across the world via NORAD
| have been wondering how he might cope with travel corridors?
Even dropping down a chimney into our homes may be illegal!

| hope Boris Johnson will give us some clarity on his position
in relation to Santa and the tier system.
Will he get the extra funding he needs to upgrade his sled
and employ extra elves?
Maybe a special case can be made for Santa entering our homes?

Extra procedures will need to be in place.
Maybe he will have a special jolly red face mask
and mobile hand sanitising pouch?
Whatever happens | suspect Father Christmas will approach the task
with good cheer and creativity.

After such a troubled year we need him! When he has his last glass of sherry
after the last gift is delivered to the very last home | am sure he will be
grateful for the smaller things of life which we can so easily take for granted.
So | don’t think we need worry about Santa.

Things will be different this Christmas.
But like St. Nicholas (the inspiration for our own Santa)
the joy of Christmas is in giving to the needy.
It is not the gift that is important but the love of the giver.

2,000 years ago God gave a gift of love to the world.
Not in the shape of a worldly kingdom of power
but in the miracle of a fragile new born baby.

God took a risk and showed us love in flesh and blood.

We too can be joy givers showing love.
It doesn’t have to be big, better or expensive.
It can be small and fragile.

So like Santa | hope you experience the joy of giving.
Like St. Nicholas the care of the needy.

Like the giving to the world of Jesus, a fragile baby,
| hope you experience afresh God’s risky love this Christmas.

After such a troubled year we need him.

Blessings Bob




